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Attention Students

In this issue of the Bozic Church Bulletin, review the information about the Gracanica
Serbian Orthodox Church Scholarship Program.

The essay topic and updated Application Requirements and Selection Criteria will be
posted on our Church website in February 2025.

You may start to gather your documents and write your essay in preparation to
submitting your applications and necessary documents for the July 7th deadline.

For any questions, please address them to any of the 4 members of the Scholarship

Committee or ask our Church Treasurer.
More information is available at our website: www.Gracanica.ca

Good Luck Students!

Announcing Scholarship Opportunities for

Post Secondary Students in 2025

e Mimimum of Two (2) Annual Grac¢anica Church Scholarships for $1000 each

Two (2) Annual Scholarships for $1000 each sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Goran Todorovic

One (1) Annual Scholarship for $1000 sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Stanko Bezarevic in
memory of their son +Sasha Bezarevic

One (1) Annual Scholarship for $1000 sponsored by The Dobrich Memorial

Congratulations to our 2025 recipients Mila Jelich & Danijela Dragicevic!
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CELEBRATING SERVICE, FAITH, AND
DEDICATION: HONOURED RECIPIENTS

During our Church Slava this past summer, we had the distinct honour of recognizing six devoted members of our Gracanica
Church community. Each was presented with a Gramata by His Grace Metropolitan of Canada Dr. Mitrofan, a sacred ecclesiastical
commendation bestowed in recognition of exceptional service, faithfulness, and dedication to the life and mission of the Orthodox
Church. This honour reflects not only gratitude for their selfless contributions, but also the deep spiritual appreciation of the
Church for those who faithfully serve their community.

We invite you to read on to learn more about each individual and the meaningful ways they have served our Church community.

Anne Dube is a devoted community leader whose lifelong contributions have enriched Windsor’s Gracanica Serbian community and
preserved its religious and cultural legacy.

Her journey of service began in 1962 when she first attended the Gracanica Church School. After graduating, she joined the Gracanica
Choir, lending her voice to liturgies, weddings, funerals, concerts, and cultural celebrations for over 55 years. If ever she was not singing
in the choir, she contributed on Sunday mornings in the lower-level preschool room, helping nurture the youngest members of the
parish. Her remarkable dedication was recognized with a gold pin from the Serbian Singing Federation in 2023, honoring her decades
of commitment to choral life.

Her leadership extended far beyond the choir loft. She became a member of the Church Board Administration, serving two separate
terms and holding the role of English Secretary for many years. She continued to serve her church in secretarial positions, as well as
Member-at-Large, and on the Audit Board, providing ongoing guidance and support.

Her influence also spans to the Serbian Heritage Museum, where she remains an active Board member. She has held the positions
of President, Vice President, Secretary, and grant writer. She played a pivotal role in landmark projects, including an unveiling of
a memorial plaque marking the centennial (100th anniversary) of the internment of Serbs in Canada during the First World War,
and in 2019 chaired the major exhibit celebrating 800 years of Autocephaly of the Serbian Orthodox Church, bringing history to life
with artifacts, and community pride. Her advocacy also secured lasting improvements for the museum, including over $108,000 in
federal and provincial funding in 2021 to renovate the museum, enhance artifact storage, and improve accessibility with barrier-free
facilities—ensuring the institution continues to thrive for generations. In total, she has helped secure $431,013.92 in grants to preserve
and promote Serbian heritage not just in Windsor but in Canada. In 2024, she was recognized with the Ontario Volunteer Service Award
for her 15 years of volunteer service in an official capacity with the Serbian Heritage Museum although she has supported the museum
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since its inception in 1987.

Within our parish, she also spearheaded volunteer projects such as the renovation of Gracanicas library, enriching the cultural and
educational resources of the Church community. She is often found volunteering for our community and encouraging others to do so
as well, whether helping in the kitchen, buffet, dessert tables, selling tickets, or being part of the set-up or cleanup crew at countless
events—from Carrousel of the Nations, Sljivo Fest, SSF Choir Festivals, and many more. She is also sought out for historical accounts
and is recognized as an expert proofreader.

Through her music, leadership, grant work, and unwavering devotion, she has become a cornerstone of Serbian faith and cultural life in
the Gracanica Church family, something that we are sure her Mama and Tata were very proud of. This year, Anne Dube is honored as
Kuma of our Church Slava and presented with this Gramata today—a fitting recognition of her lifelong dedication and service.

Andjelka “Angie” Stevanov-LaMarre began her journey in the Serbian community at a very young age. She graduated from Gracanica
Church School, participating in plays, folklore performances, and apostle readings. Her summers were spent at St. Sava Shadeland
Camp, first as a camper and later as a counsellor, where she built lifelong friendships and deepened her faith and connection to Serbian
culture.

A member of Gracanica Church since 2001, she has served as Audit Board President for many years, guiding the parish with diligence,
honesty, and strength. Even during challenging times, when factors threatened to weaken her resolve, she never wavered. She persevered,
stood strong in her faith, and remained unwavering in her dedication to our Gracanica Church and its community. She is often the
first to volunteer for events such as Sljivofest, Choir festivals, and the Carrousel of the Nations. She volunteers for absolutely everything
without being asked, consistently encouraging others to get involved and leading entirely by example. She would never suggest to
anyone anything that she hasn't herself done. She spends countless hours ensuring that our faith and culture are preserved through her
dedicated volunteer work.

From those early experiences, she carried forward a lifelong devotion to Serbian folklore. For more than 35 years, she has dedicated
herself to teaching dance—a passion she began cultivating in her early teens while instructing alongside her adored Tata. What started as
a family tradition blossomed into her lifelong mission: inspiring generations of youth in Windsor and Detroit to celebrate their heritage
through music, dance, and community. For her, teaching folklore has always been about more than the steps—it is about identity, pride,
and belonging. Her love and devotion have made her a mentor, leader, and role model to countless young people in our community.
Most recently, she was able to showcase our youth in Serbia, where they danced on homeland soil for the first time, filling the hearts
of all who watched. Many of these performers were second- and third-generation Serbian Canadians, making the moment especially
meaningful. She is a founding member, president, lead instructor, and choreographer for the Opanak Ensemble of Windsor, dedicating
herself to nurturing talent and preserving Serbian dance traditions for future generations.

She has played a critical role in preserving Serbian heritage. As President and Past President of the Serbian Heritage Museum, she was
instrumental in transforming the museum into a beautiful modern space, carefully curating exhibits and protecting every artifact and
story. She also served as lead curator for the Kolo Exhibit, showcasing her expertise and devotion. She has been honoured as Kuma by
the Serbian Heritage Women’s Society for her volunteer contributions and leadership, something that she learned from her Mama.

Her dedication extends beyond folklore and heritage preservation. She has served for many years as manager of Windsor Serbs Gracanica
Basketball, often acting as the right and left hand of the organization. She is also an active member of the NDMT Basketball Committee,
helping organize fundraising efforts and bring projects like the NDMT court to life. She has already brought numerous folk festivals to
our beautiful community with many more planned.

Following in the footsteps of her Tata and Mama and carrying forward a family tradition of devotion and service, Andjelka “Angie”
Stevanov-LaMarre has made a lifelong impact on the Gracanica Orthodox Church community. Her passion, generosity, and leadership
continue to inspire all who have the privilege of learning from her. Congratulations as we present you with this well deserved Gramata.
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Petar Chuk has devoted a large part of his life to the Serbian community, giving countless hours of time, energy, and heart to ensure that
its culture, faith, and heritage continue to thrive.

He graduated Grade 8 from the Gracanica Church School, where he appeared in plays, folklore, and tambura group performances. He
also served faithfully as an altar boy on many Sundays. His devotion to Serbian faith and culture continued through summers at St.
Sava Shadeland Camp, which he attended for many years, building lifelong friendships while deepening his faith and connection to the
community. He also participated in the Gracanica Choir, attended numerous choir festivals, and, in his younger years he could be found
on the soccer fields with the Windsor Serbs Soccer Club, first as a player and later as a dedicated volunteer.

Recognizing the importance of stepping up from a young age, he became a member of Gracanica Church in 1995 and began taking on
responsibilities that would impact the community for decades. He contributed extensively to the maintenance and care of Church
properties and rental units, ensuring that all properties including the Serbian Centre were always well-kept, functional, and welcoming.
His meticulous care and pride in his work reflect a deep sense of responsibility. He often supported projects by generously giving his
time, energy, and financial contributions, with no better example than the playground expansion and improvements in back of the
Serbian Centre in 2018. His leadership and volunteer roles are numerous. He has been a member of Gracanica Church

for thirty years and served many years on the Church Board, including two years as Vice President and three years as President of the
Audit Board, as well as multiple years as President of the Serbian Centre over two separate terms.

Petar chaired major community events, serving multiple years as Chairperson of the Carrousel of the Nations; notably, in the festival’s
30th year, the Serbian Centre was honoured as the Best Village. In the mid 2000’ he served as Chairperson of Sljivofest for four
consecutive years, improving the annual fundraiser and establishing it as a planned yearly event for Serbian friends from south of the
border.

He has volunteered countless hours for the SNF Basketball Tournament, bowling tournaments, and serves on the SNF Lodge 345 Board
as Secretary, following in the footsteps of his grandfather, Petar Chuk, and parents, Bogdan and Milka, often representing Windsor. He
also served as Co-Chair of the NDMT Basketball Committee, helping raise a significant amount of funds and playing an instrumental
role in the vision and construction of the NDMT basketball court.

Even during one of the more challenging periods in the Church’s history in 2012, when 20 members were being pushed out and Canadian
Corporate law was not being adhered to, he worked tirelessly to ensure justice and fairness, contributing countless personal hours
and financial resources to resolve matters, make things right, and uphold the integrity of our beautiful Gracanica Serbian Orthodox
community.

One aspect of his service that the community may not be widely aware of is that he also shared his skills beyond Windsor, contributing
to the construction of the All Saints Serbian Orthodox Church in Mississauga and the Nikola Tesla monument in Niagara Falls (while
working for Velez Constructors), thereby leaving his mark on Serbian heritage across Ontario. Yet beyond all titles and accomplishments,
he is defined by his devotion to recognizing the contributions of others. He is a natural leader when it comes to giving thanks and
honouring those who have dedicated their time and energy to the Serbian Orthodox community. Over the years, he has spearheaded
award presentations and celebrations, including the 50th anniversary of the Serbian Centre and the 75th anniversary of Gracanica
Church, ensuring that founding members and community servants were properly acknowledged. True to his humble nature, he would
be the first to say he does not seek recognition for himself, but we understand that sometimes the person doing the recognizing must
also be acknowledged. Following in the footsteps of his grandparents, parents, and big sister, Petar Chuk is presented with this Gramata
for carrying forward a family tradition of selfless service, dedication, and love for the Gracanica Serbian Orthodox faith, culture and
community. He stands as an enduring example for all who wish to walk the path of volunteerism.

Nada Sarapa Tremblay is a woman whose name has become synonymous with dedication, leadership, and love for the Serbian
Orthodox community. For more than 40 years, she has given her time, her talents, and her heart to ensuring that future generations of
youth remain rooted in the Serbian Orthodox tradition.

She began her journey in the Serbian community at a very young age. Nada was a preschooler attending classes in the lower level of
Gracanica Church and later graduated as Kuma of her eighth-grade Gracanica Church School class. She participated in plays, folklore
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performances, and Epistle readings. She spent her summers at St. Sava Shadeland Camp—first as a camper and now as a mom and
volunteer—where she built lifelong friendships and deepened her faith and connection to Serbian culture.

Service and pride—where does one begin to describe her many accomplishments? Nada has been a dedicated Sunday School teacher for
more than 25 years, nurturing young hearts and minds and planting lessons that will last a lifetime. She has also been a member of the
Education Committee for more than 20 years, serving in multiple roles including Treasurer and Financial Secretary.

Her love and commitment to youth and sport lovingly earned her the title of coach, or Kocica. She has coached generations of basketball
players for over 30 years. As the founder of the Windsor Serbs’ Gracanica Basketball Organization (WSGB),an organization she continues
to lead today as president- Nada has created a place where youth grow not only as athletes, but also as lifelong friends, Kumovi, and even
future husbands and wives.

This dedication was formally recognized when Nada was named Serbian National Federation (SNF) Person of the Year, one of the
highest honours within the Serbian North American community. This award is presented to individuals whose long-standing service,
leadership, and selfless commitment have made a lasting impact on the preservation of Serbian faith, culture, youth development, and
community life. Receiving this distinction reflects the deep respect and gratitude of the community and recognizes Nada’s unwavering
dedication, humility, and meaningful influence on generations of youth and families.

Nada’s service extends to every corner of the Windsor community. She is a proud Opanak folklore mom and a tireless volunteer at
Carousel of the Nations and Sljivofest. She is an active member of the Nik Dragicevic Memorial Tournament Committee, helping
organize fundraising efforts and bring projects like the NDMT court to life. She has also volunteered at numerous community events,
including SNF basketball and bowling tournaments, the 50th anniversary of the Serbian Centre, and part of the Gracanica Choral
Festival committee. Currently, she serves as Second Vice President of the Gracanica Church Board and is a member of the Landscape
Committee, where her ongoing efforts help guide and strengthen the parish.

At the center of it all, Nada is deeply spiritual as an Orthodox Christian. Guided by her steadfast belief in God, she lives her faith through
regular worship and prayer, while nurturing her family with love, humility, and devotion.

Following in the footsteps of her parents- her Tata himself a devoted coach- Nada, in every role she holds- wife, mother, daughter, sister,
teacher, coach, leader, volunteer, and mentor- has been the heart of this community. She has inspired, she has built, and she has led with
love.

Nada Sarapa Tremblay is presented with this Gramata in recognition of her lasting legacy of values and devotion, a legacy that will be
carried into the next generation. Thank you for all that you have given. You are a shining example of dedication and love.

Dara Gidak is a truly remarkable woman. Dara came to Canada in 1984 and immediately became an integral part of the Gracanica Serbian
Orthodox Church. From the very beginning, she immersed herself in our vibrant community, giving her time, her talents, and most of
all- her heart.

What sets her apart is that she volunteers for everything, even when no one asks. She steps forward quietly, consistently, and selflessly, always
anticipating the needs of others and filling them without hesitation. Whether it is behind the scenes or in plain sight, Dara is there, ready to
help, to serve, and to support. Her dedication goes far beyond any expectation, and her generosity touches every corner of our parish life.

In 1996, she joined our church choir, and for nearly 30 years we have been blessed to hear her beautiful voice. That voice has carried us
through liturgies, Holy days, Slavas, weddings, funerals, and festivals—marking both our most sacred and joyous moments, and bringing
comfort, unity, and celebration to all who hear it.

In 2013, she became a Church member so she could serve even more fully. And serve, she has. You can see her everywhere, helping in the
kitchen, running the buffet, selling tickets, decorating, baking. She is always the first to step in, doing everything without hesitation and
never seeking recognition. Time and time again, Dara goes above and beyond, quietly ensuring that our community events run smoothly
and that everyone feels welcomed and supported.
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One of her greatest contributions has been through her leadership with Serbs for Serbs Canada, where she has spearheaded the Windsor
Chapter with tireless commitment and compassion. Under her guidance, the chapter has mobilized dozens of volunteers and community
supporters to raise funds for families in need in Serbia and Montenegro, helping provide basic necessities and even support for housing
projects that change lives. For example, community fundraising events such as Zurka iz Bloka brought together young leaders and
parishioners to raise significant funds—over $20,000—to help build homes for struggling families abroad. She has also supported other
key initiatives, including joint charity efforts like the lenten lunch fundraiser that raised thousands for impoverished families through
community participation and shared effort. Beyond large events, her chapter contributes to regional fundraisers like the Pala¢inka Party
in Mississauga, where volunteers prepare and serve hundreds of palacinke to raise money for families facing hardship. In addition to these
major events, she has personally supported smaller grassroots initiatives, such as selling Christmas cookies and treats to raise funds for
charity, always stepping forward to help however she can, and always without expecting recognition.

And just last year, in 2023, she was honoured as our Church Slava Kuma- an honour that reflects the deep respect, admiration, and love
this community holds for her.

It is with heartfelt gratitude, admiration, and pride that we present this Gramata to Dara Gidak, a woman whose generosity, dedication,
and selfless service are an inspiration to us all.

It is a blessing to honor a beloved member of our community, Gruja “Lala” Stevanov, who celebrated his 86th birthday this year!

He arrived in Canada in 1960, first settling in Toronto before attempting to continue on to California. Lacking a visa, he was turned back
at the border, and that detour brought him to Windsor, where he has remained ever since.

That very first week, he attended Liturgy at Gracanica. When he inquired about folklore, the parish secretary, Mr. Milan Cveji¢, replied:
“We have kids and need a teacher. You will be their teacher” The response came: “But I am not a teacher!” Milan insisted: “However
much you know will be good enough.” And so, in 1965, a folklore teacher was born.

For nearly 60 years, he has shared our traditions with generations- teaching here in Windsor at Gracanica, Sv. Dimitrije, and Opanak,
and across the border in Michigan teaching at Ravanica, Sv. Stevan Decanski, Holy Ascension, and St. George. His groups performed
at festivals throughout North America and across our own city, always reminding us to share Serbian heritage proudly with the wider
community.

His service extended far beyond the dance floor. He devoted himself to the parish in countless ways—serving on boards, managing the
hall, working tirelessly in the kitchen, and tending the rostilj, yet he always found the energy and joy to dance alongside his students. In the
1990s, he became especially beloved for flipping palacinke for children at every gathering, filling Sunday School, folklore performances,
choir events, and basketball events with laughter, warmth, and a sense of family. Shadeland Camp holds a special place in their hearts
for Lala as do the countless children that have attended, as Lala was often found in the kitchen, sharing his skills, his stories, and his
generosity. His presence turned every event into more than just a gathering, it became a celebration of community, culture, and joy.

When others were in need, he stepped forward. In 2010, he organized a Windsor fundraiser that raised over $17,000 for earthquake
relief in Kraljevo. Two years later, his dedication was recognized when Vladika Mitrofan and the Diocese of Eastern America honored
him with a Certificate of Appreciation for his love of children and tireless support of St. Sava Camp in Shadeland.

Through it all, he was supported by the love of his late wife, Jagoda, as together they raised their children and grandchildren in the
Orthodox faith, always rooted in Gracanica.

Today, we give thanks for a man whose life has been dedicated to faith, culture, and community—our beloved Gruja Stevanov, Cika Lala,
congratulations on being awarded a Gramata.
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From Inner Fragmentation to Wholeness
The Orthodox Path of Healing and Theosis

Many people today carry a quiet but persistent ache within themselves. Outwardly, life may appear full work, family,
responsibilities, even faith but inwardly there is often restlessness, anxiety, scattered thoughts, and a sense of inner
division. People describe it simply: “T don’t feel whole. I want peace, but I don’t know how to find it”

The Orthodox Church speaks directly to this experience, not with abstract theories or quick answers, but with a therapeutic
vision of the human person. According to the Fathers of the Church, the spiritual life is not about self-improvement or
moral perfection. It is about healing, illumination, and ultimately union with God a journey known as theosis.

Of course, it is not possible in a short text to describe the full depth of this journey or all its stages. The inner life is
complex, personal, and unfolds over time. What follows is therefore not a complete map, but a humble invitation—an
outline meant to awaken reflection, encourage questions, and open a door toward deeper healing in Christ.

The Human Heart and It's Illness

Orthodoxy teaches that the human person was created for communion with God. At the center of our being is the heart—
not merely emotions, but the deepest core of who we are. Within the heart is the nous, the spiritual eye by which we are
meant to perceive God directly. When this inner eye is clear, the person lives in harmony: thoughts, desires, and actions
are united around love.

Yet most of us experience something very different. Our thoughts are restless. Our desires conflict. Prayer feels difficult
or distracted. Relationships are strained by fear, anger, or self-protection. The Fathers describe this condition as the
darkening of the nous the illness of the soul. This is not God’s punishment, nor simply a psychological imbalance. It is a
spiritual wound.

This is an essential word of hope: struggle does not mean failure. Inner fragmentation does not mean you are lost. It means
your soul is wounded and wounds can be healed.

Christ the Physician, the Church the Hospital

In the Orthodox understanding, Christ comes not first as a judge, but as a Physician. He enters our brokenness in order
to heal it from within. The Church, therefore, is not a courtroom, but a spiritual hospital. Its sacraments, prayers, fasting,
and guidance are not burdens placed upon us, but medicines given for our restoration.

Healing begins with repentance, not shame, but truthfulness before God. It continues through confession, where wounds
are brought into the light; through prayer, especially the Jesus Prayer, which gathers the scattered mind back into the
heart; through fasting, which teaches freedom; and through forgiveness, which releases the soul from bitterness.

This path is not walked alone. The spiritual life is never an individual project. It unfolds within the life of the Church,
especially through the Eucharist, where Christ unites our fragmented lives into His one Body.

The Three Movements of Spiritual Life

The Fathers describe spiritual growth through three interwoven movements: purification, illumination, and theosis. These
are not rigid steps but living realities that deepen over time.

Purification is learning inner freedom. The heart begins to recognize destructive thoughts and passions instead of being
ruled by them. This stage can be difficult, because it reveals our wounds honestly, but it also brings the first taste of real
peace.

Mlumination follows as the heart becomes quieter and more attentive to God. Prayer deepens. Discernment grows. The
person begins to see life more truthfully with compassion rather than fear, with trust rather than anxiety.

Theosis is the fulfillment of human life: union with God by grace. It does not mean losing our humanity but becoming
fully human in Christ. Love becomes natural. Humility replaces self-defence. The heart becomes a dwelling place of God.
This path is not reserved for monks or saints of the past. It is the calling of every Christian.
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Conclusion

The journey of healing is not a straight line. We will fall. We will struggle. We will fail. The Orthodox path never denies
this reality. But it also proclaims something stronger: this is a path on which we are always called to rise again, to begin
anew, and to lift our gaze once more toward Christ.

Spiritual life is not about never falling; it is about never remaining on the ground. Each fall, when met with humility and
repentance, becomes a place where grace is revealed. Each rising becomes an act of trust. And each time we turn our eyes
back to Christ, the Physician meets us with mercy, not condemnation.

Theosis does not begin with perfection. It begins with the honest cry of the heart: “Lord, I cannot heal myself. Heal me”
Every sincere step toward God every prayer whispered in weakness, every confession made with trembling, every act of
forgiveness is already participation in this mystery.

If this short text awakens questions, restlessness, or desire for deeper understanding, that is a good and healthy sign.
The spiritual life is not lived on paper, but in relationship within the life of the Church, through prayer, repentance, and
personal guidance.

This road from purification, through illumination, toward theosis is not an escape from life. It is the slow and gentle
discovery of life as it was meant to be a human existence continually renewed by grace, always falling and rising, always
turning again toward Christ, who alone makes us whole.

A Word from Your Priest

Dear brothers and sisters,

The spiritual life is not something we walk alone. Questions, struggles, doubts, and
wounds are a normal part of the journey, and they are not a burden, but an invitation
to healing.

As your priest, I want you to know this clearly: I am here for you.
My time and ministry are given to serve you.

You are always welcome to reach out:
- for confession,
- for prayer,
- for a spiritual conversation,
- or simply to speak honestly about what is happening in your heart.

You may approach me after the Divine Liturgy, after an Akathist, call me, or arrange
a time to meet whether in the church or in your home. There is no need to wait for a
“perfect moment.” The Church is a place of healing, and healing begins with openness
and trust.

Do not be afraid to ask questions. Do not be ashamed of your struggles.
Together, in Christ, we walk this path falling and rising, learning and growing, always
guided by His mercy.

With love and prayer,
Fr. Milorad
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Treasurer Comments: Donations

August 1- November 30, 2025

Church Slava Church Slava Church Slava

Adamovic Djuro & Milica 200 Frankovic Mileva 40 Radulj Nenad 100
Adzic lvan 250 Frkovic Slavko 25 Raskovic Milka 50
Ajdinovic Raviojla & Aleks 300 Gacesa Kristina 25 Ritorto Daniele & Snezana 200
Andjelkovic Dusanka & Radosla 50 Gacesa Nikola 100 Rosic Vaso 40
Anonymous Anonymous 100 Gidak Milos & Dara 200 Saint Petka Parish 250
Antzaras Niko, Sofija 70 Gilbert Ruby 75 Samcevic Dimitrije, Radenka 50
Backo Milorad & Grozdana 100 Gordic Mirjana 50 Sarapa Dmitar 200
Bajic Vladimir & Audrey 100 Gvojic Radovan 100 Sarapa Milan 200
Bas Angie & Edward 100 Jeftic Vasilije 40 Seslija Manojlo & Sharon 100
Bezarevic Stanko & Mira 120 Jelich Mira and David 300 Sevo Sophia 100
Bozanich Dragica 50 Jojic Milos 100 Sikman Slavko & Liljana 200
Brkovich Milan 100 Jovanovic Radomir 50 Skara Jovan & Milka 100
Brujic Nikola & Danica 100 Jurjevic Milan & Dubravka 100 Spiric Boro 100
Brujic Jovan & Zorka 200 Koljivrat Risto & Aleksandra 200 St. Dimitrije Serbian Church 300
Cetkovic Fr Jovica & Jelena 100 Kontic Vladimir & Rista 200 Stajic Nikola 100
Chuk Petar & Natasa 200 Kovacevich Ljubica (Lucy) 100 Stankovic Ljuba 100
Chuk Draza & Denise 150 Krstic Sretko 100 Stevanov Gruja 100
Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 200 Lalic Milan & Dragica 100 Stevanov Aleksandar & Jelica 200
Circle of Sisters Mati Jugovica 200 LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 225 Stevanov Milena 100
Cote Kathy & Bruno 50 Ljepava Nada 100 Stojanovic Dragan & Radmila 20
Cukovic Rada 100 Malic Nikola 150 Superior Candles Ltd 200
Cvetanovski Sonya & Steven 100 Malic Dragana 100 Supic Dusan & Jelka 100
Dimitrijevic Bata 40 Malic Nikola 100 Todorovic Goran & Danielle 2500
Djurdjevic Borislav & Valentina 100 Marinkovic Biljana 100 Tremblay Donovan & Nada 300
Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 200 Markovic Rajko 100 Trkulja Danica 200
Dobrich Marko 50 Mickovic Goran 100 Urukalo Anka 50
Dobrich Nikolina 50 Mihajlo Ruzica 100 Urukalo Jovan & Janja 250
Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 100 Miladinovic Daniela & Blagota 200 Uzelac Marta 50
Dobrich Beverly 25 Miletic Seka 30 Vasilic Helen 100
Dobrich Mirko & Rajna 150 Miloyevich Nada 100 Velickovic George 200
Dragicevic Dragan & Mira 200 Mirkovic Alexandra 160 Ventrella Branka 100
Dragicevic Anica & Sava 100 Miladenovic Milorad & Slavka 100 Vicentijevic Milica 30
Dragicevic llija & Nada 50 Moscardelli Nadia 200 Vuckovic Dusanka 40
Dragicevic Jelica & llija 100 Nuhanovic Alexandra 50 Vudrag Borivoje & Ljiljana 100
Dragicevic George & Linda 100 Ostojic Mile & Verica 200 Vujanovic Mirjana 50
Drazic Dragomir & llona 100 Pandja Zarko 50 Vujanovic Spasoje & Nada 150
Dube Scott 200 Pavlica Sandy & Nada 100 Vujatovic Todor 40
Dube Anne & Sidney 2500 Payne Nancy & Stephen 200 Yaksich Milica 50
Dukic Mileva 40 Pecarski Milan 50 Zagorac Nikolija 50
Dzaic Djordje 50 Poljak Dragica 50 Zlonoga Slavica & Goran 50
Dzepina Jovo & Dmitra 50 Pribojan Vladimir & Kadivka 300 Zubic Nikola & Snezana 200
Fahey Amanda 50 Radan Tihomir 50 Scholarship Fund

Filipic Milica 100 Radanovic Blazo & Donna 300 Todorovic Goran & Danielle 1000
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For Health of Family

Gift to Church

McHugh Larissa & Shane
Nikolic Ashley & Stevan
Zec Marijana

For Health of Family

160
500
100

Barisic Milos

Barisic Milos

Barisic Milos

Barisic Milos

Bozanich Dragica

Bozanich Dragica

Bozanich Dragica

Bozanich Dragica

Brujic Nikola & Danica
Brujic Nikola & Danica
Brujic Jovan & Zorka

Brujic Nikola & Danica
Bulat Peter

Bulat Peter

Cosic Zivorad & Nada
Cosic Zivorad & Nada
Danilovic Desanka & Milenko
Dobrich Nikolina

Dobrich Nikolina

Dobrich Nikolina

Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka
Drazic Dragomir & llona
Drazic Dragomir & llona
Drazic Dragomir & llona
Dube Anne & Sidney
Gacesa Nikola

Gacesa Kristina

Javor llija & Pera

Keca Jovan & Patricia
Marietti Mark & Mary Anne
Marinkovic Biljana

Miokovic Milan i Milena
Mladenovic Milorad & Slavka
Mladenovic Milorad & Slavka
Nuhanovic Alexandra
Nuhanovic Alexandra

Papic Smilja

Radan Milenko & Dobrila
Radovanovic Cvijan

Savcic Aleksandar & Mileva
SSS Gracanica Choir

SSS Gracanica Choir

50
20
20
20
40
20
20
20
50
100
30
50
300
300
50
60
50
20
50
50
50
10
40
50
100
50
10
20
60
50
50
100
20
20
50
40
100
40
50
100
50
25

SSS Gracanica Choir 50
Suich Mila 50
Suich Mila 50
Todorovic Goran & Danielle 1000
Trkulja Danica 50
Urukalo Jovan & Janja 50
Uzelac Marta 100
Visekruna Milijana 100
Zebic Kristina 50
Gift to Church

Antunovic Nediljka 50
Batres Sally 200
Brujic Nikola & Traci 100
Brujic Nikola & Traci 100
Brujic Petar & Caroline 100
Chuk Draza & Denise 50
Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 80
Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 80
Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 80
Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 80
Circle of Serbian Sisters 5176
Davidovic Bob 100
Divic-Trudel Sandra 40
Djankovic Djuro 20
Dobrich Nikolina 25
Dobrich Nikolina 20
Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 40
Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 50
Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 100
Dobrich Mirko & Rajna 20
Dobrich Mirko & Rajna 912
Dobrich Marko 50
Dragicevic Dragan & Mira 20
Dragicevic George & Linda 100
Gacesa Nikola 40
Gacesa Nikola 40
Gacesa Nikola 40
Gacesa Nikola 40
Galich Mia 20
Joksic Dragan 100
Jovic Borislav 250
Jovic Boja i Mile 20
Jurjevic Milan & Dubravka 50
Jurjevic Milan & Dubravka 50
Jurjevic Milan & Dubravka 50
Jurjevic Milan & Dubravka 50

Karanovic Zora

Koljivrat Risto & Aleksandra
Kontic Vladimir & Rista
Kontic Vladimir & Rista
Kontic Vladimir & Rista
Kontic Vladimir & Rista
Kovacevich Ljubica (Lucy)
L &M Sod

L &M Sod

LaMarre Andjelka & Jason
LaMarre Andjelka & Jason
LaMarre Andjelka & Jason
LaMarre Andjelka & Jason
Ljepava Nada

Lozo Milorad & Slavica
Malovic Mirko & Tatjana
Malovic Mirko & Tatjana
Malovic Mirko & Tatjana
Malovic Mirko & Tatjana
Marin Michael

Miloyevich Nada

Mirkovic Alexandra

Misic Radovan

Pavlovski Srechko

Payne Nancy & Stephen
Payne Nancy & Stephen
Payne Nancy & Stephen
Payne Nancy & Stephen
Petrovic Nemanja
Radanovic Blazo & Donna
Ritorto Daniele & Snezana
Senic Shirley

Senic Shirley

Senic Shirley

Senic Shirley

Stevanov Milena
Stevanov Milena
Stevanov Milena
Stevanov Milena

Stipic Milan

Stipic Milan

Stipic Andjelka

Stipic Andjelka

Stipic Milan

Stipic Andjelka

Stipic Milan

50
50
200
200
200
200
1000
100
300
50
50
50
50
200
500
50
50
50
50
20
30
50
250
200
125
125
125
125
100
100
1394
50
50
50
50
40
40
40
40
50
50
40
40
50
40
50
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Gift to Church Circle Of Serbian Sisters S§SS Gracanica Choir

Stipic Andjelka 40 Stajic Nikola 10 Miloyevich Nada 100
Stojanovic Spiro 100 Stevanov Aleksandar & Jelica 45 Miskovic Srdjan 100
Todorovic Goran & Danielle 100 Trkulja Danica 25 Moscardelli Nadia 50
Todorovic Goran & Danielle 100 Urukalo Anka 50 Moscardelli Nadia 20
Todorovic Savo & Jelena 50 Vasilic Helen 25 Nikolic Daria 125
Todorovic Goran & Danielle 5600 Vidakovic Slavko 300 Pavlovic Jelena 20
Urukalo Jovan & Janja 100 Vranic llija & Vickie 50 Payne Nancy & Stephen 20
Urukalo Jovan & Janja 100 Vucak Stevan & Melissa 20 Popovic Slavko & Ljeposava 100
Velickovic George 2220 Vujanovic Nada 50 Popovic Slavko & Ljeposava 20
Velickovic George 50 Vukosavljevic Zoran 20 Seslija Manojlo & Sharon 50
Velickovic George 50 SSS Gracanica Choir Seslija Manojlo & Sharon 100
Velickovic George 50 Bajic Vladimir & Audrey 20 Seslija Manojlo & Sharon 40
Velickovic George 50 Chuk Draza & Denise 100 Sevo Sophia 25
Veselinovic Dusan 60 Chuk Draza & Denise 25 Spiric Bozo & Dragica 40
Vitosevic Svetlana 80 Chuk Petar & Natasa 400 Spiric Bozo & Dragica 200
Vuckovic Dusanka 20 Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 100 Stamate Cristina 20
Vudrag George & Tara 100 Holy Ghost Romanian Church 140 Stevanov Aleksandar & Jelica 100
Zlonoga Slavica & Goran 20 Dobrich Nikolina 100 Stevanov Aleksandar & Jelica 40
Zlonoga Slavica & Goran 20 Dobrich Marko 100 Stevanov Aleksandar & Jelica 200
Zuber Djordje 100 Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 100 Susa Vesna 20
Circle Of Serbian Sisters Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 30 Teodorof Sofia 50
Ajdinovic Raviojla & Aleks 241 Dobrich Mirko & Rajna 75 Trkulja Danica 100
Bajic Vladimir & Audrey 10 Drazic Dragomir & llona 5 Trkulja Danica 20
Blagic Miro & Sanela 100 Dube Anne & Sidney 100 Trkulja Danica 120
Bozanich Dragica 120 Frkovic Slavko 20 Urukalo Jovan & Janja 20
Brujic Jovan & Zorka 100 Gacesa Nikola 30 Vasilic Helen 40
Brujic Nikola & Traci 100 Gacesa Nikola 40 Vasilic Helen 20
Djankovic Jovo i Jelka 60 Gidak Milos & Dara 20 Velickovic George 20
Djurovic Dejan, Milka, Rda 50 Gidak Milos & Dara 20 Vidrich Nikola 20
Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 50 Gordic Mirjana 20 Vidrich Nikola 80
Dobrich Mirko & Rajna 60 Jelich Andrew & Mara 40 Vidrich Nikola 40
Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 100 Jevric Ljiljana 20 Vranic llija & Vickie 20
Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 50 Jovanovic Radovan 45 Vudrag Ljilja 30
Dube Anne & Sidney 20 Jovanovic Vule (Vucic) 50 Vudrag Borivoje & Ljiljana 25
Frkovic Slavko 10 Jurjevic Milan & Dubravka 50 Vujanovic Spasoje & Nada 50
Gacesa Nikola 50 Jurjevic Milan & Dubravka 20 Vukmirovic Danica 20
Gidak Milos & Dara 90 Koljivrat Risto & Aleksandra 100 Vukosavljevic Zoran 10
Jovic Sreten & Kata 40 Koljivrat Risto & Aleksandra 20 Zebic Dobrivoje & Slobodanka 20
Jurjevic Milan & Dubravka 167 Koljivrat Risto & Aleksandra 20 Jasenovac

Koljivrat Risto & Aleksandra 40 Kontic Vladimir & Rista 200 Bajic Vladimir & Audrey 200
Kovacevich Ljubica (Lucy) 20 Krueger Dan & Dana 50 Bajic Vladimir & Audrey 100
Lalic Milan & Dragica 30 Krueger Dan & Dana 20 LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 200
Marietti Mark & Mary Anne 20 LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 100 Markovic Dusko 200
Mirkovic Alexandra 90 LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 200 Slava - Sv. Dimitrije

Seslija Manojlo & Sharon 50 Malovic Mirko & Tatjana 100 Soldat Sava & Rosa 100
Spiric Bozo & Dragica 60 Miladinovic Daniela & Blagota 20 Vidoeski None and Kata 50
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+Andja Dragicevic

Balote Klub 400
Dragicevic Jelica & llija 30
Slava - Srdjevdan

Jovic Sreten & Kata 100
Slava - Sv Luka

Seslija Manojlo & Sharon 50
Urukalo Jovan & Janja 100
Slava - Sv. Petka

Ventrella Branka 100
Slava - Sv. Toma

Bratic Milan & Danijela 100
Slava - Sv. llija

Brujic Nikola & Danica 50
Jovic Sreten & Kata 25
Mladenovic Spiro & Jelisavka 100
Slava - Sv. Arhangel Mihailo

Backo Stevo & Radmila 100
Chuk Petar & Natasa 200
Cote Kathy & Bruno 50
Disic Petar & Tatjana 100
Disic Vasilije & Dragica 100
Dragicevic Milica 50
Dragicevic llija & Nada 50
Dragicevic Anica & Sava 50
Jovanovic Vule (Vucic) 100
Misic Cvetko 300
Vudrag George & Tara 50
Pavillion

Adamovic Djuro & Milica 1000
Anderson William & Cristina 5000
Balote Klub 1500
Babic Aleksa 200
Bajic Vladimir & Audrey 1000
Brkovich Milan 1000
Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 1000
Dimitrijevic Alex & Missy 350
Dobrich Peter & Laura 20000
Dobrich Nikolina 100
Daobrich Luka 100
Daobrich Danijela 100
Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 500
Dobrich Marko 100
Dobrich Stefan 200
Dobrich Aleks 200

Pavillion

Dobrich Mirko & Rajna 5000
Dragicevic George & Linda 2000
Dukic Milorad & Kristina 500
Gacesa Marko 100
Gacesa Nikola 500
Gacesa Nikola 500
Gidak Milos & Dara 1000
Gledic Slobodan 500
Iglendza Milan & Marija 150
Jelich Andrew & Mara 1000
Jelich Jelena 1000
Kovac Nikola, Bogdan & Danijel: 300
Lakic Stevan 100
LaMarre Adam 100
LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 200
Lazic Angie 5000
Lubich Nick 500
Malovic Mirko & Tatjana 1000
Marietti Mark & Mary Anne 2000
Marietti Mark & Mary Anne 200
Opanak Folklore Ensemble 2500
Payne Nancy & Stephen 1000
Pribojan Vladimir & Kadivka 500
Sarapa Dmitar 1000
Smith Julius 1000
SOYA Youth Association 250
Spiric Boro 1000
Stipic Milan 1000
Stojic Vaso & Terry 500
SSS Gracanica Choir 1000
Todorovic Goran & Danielle 6000
Trkulja Danica 250
Vasilic Helen 1000
Velickovic George 2000
Velickovic George 3000
Vezmar George & Jessica 100
Vidakovic Slavko 300
Vizirakis Milica & Andreas 500
Vorkapich-Hill Dr. Milicent 1000
Vuckovic Savo & Anka 2000
Zubic Aleksa 500
Zubic Vuk 150
+Dragoljub Malic

Gacesa Kristina 10
Gacesa Kristina 15

Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 100
+Bosko Saric

Dobrich Mirko & Rajna 25
Drazic Dragomir & llona 50
Todorovic Goran & Danielle 200
Urukalo Jovan & Janja 50
+Branko Budimir

Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 100
+Constantina Vasilic

Vasilic Helen 50
Vasilic Helen 40
Vasilic Helen 50
Vasilic Helen 40
Vasilic Helen 40
Vasilic Helen 50
Vasilic Helen 50
Vasilic Helen 40
Vasilic Helen 40
Vasilic Helen 50
Vasilic Helen 40
+Departed Family

Antunovic Nediljka 60
Antunovic Nediljka 50
Antunovic Nediljka 50
Barisic Milos 20
Barisic Milos 20
Dragicevic Anica & Sava 50
Dragicevic Anica & Sava 20
Dragicevic llija & Nada 20
Dragicevic Anica & Sava 20
Dragicevic llija & Nada 20
Ivankovic Dragica & Petar 40
Javor llija & Pera 50
Keca Koviljka 100
Lukic Tijana 100
Marinkovic Biljana 50
Popovic Slavko & Ljeposava 50
Radovanovic Cvijan 50
Spiric Bozo & Dragica 40
Stajic Zdravka 50
Suich Mila 50
Urukalo Anka 30
Urukalo Jovan & Janja 50
Urukalo Anka 30
Zarin Dusanka 20
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+Departed Family +Jagoda Stevanov +Jagoda Stevanov

Zebic Kristina 50 CupBora 20 Popadic Ljubomir 100
Zebic Kristina 50 Djankovic Jovo i Jelka 50 Popadich Mirjana 100
+Dmitar Djankovic Dobrich Nikolina 50 Radanovic Blazo & Donna 30
Djankovic Jovo i Jelka 100 Dobrich Marko 50 Radisavljevic David & Nina 40
+Dusan Krneta Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 50 Raskovic Milka 50
Kmeta Marija 100 Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 100 Romac Vaso & Milica 40
+George Dobrich Dosen Ratka 20 Rosic Milan & Aleksandra 100
Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 60 Dragicevic llija & Nada 20 Rosic Vaso 20
+George Rapaich Dragicevic Anica & Sava 20 Samcevic Dimitrije, Radenka 50
Chuk Petar & Natasa 100 Dragicevic Milica 50 Sarapa Milan 100
Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 50 Drazic Dragomir & llona 50 Sarapa Dmitar 200
Comisso John 25 Dube Anne & Sidney 100 Savic Malina 25
Dobrich Mirko & Rajna 25 Dzepina Jovo & Dmitra 30 Sekulic Dragica 20
Dube Anne & Sidney 50 Gacesa Nikola 50 Seslija Manojlo & Sharon 50
Gledic Slobodan 50 Grmusa Ranko & Gordana 50 Sikman Slavko & Liljana 50
Hong Lili 100 Ivankovic Dragica & Petar 20 Skara Jovan & Milka 50
Miklja V 40 Jelich Jelena 100 Spiric Boro 50
Sarapa Dmitar 100 Juhas Ljiljana 100 Stajic Tomislav & Mara 100
+Gojko Todorovic Katanic Milovan & Tatiana 150 Stajic Nikola 50
Todorovic Milenka 100 Keca Jovan & Patricia 250 Stankovic Ljuba 100
+llija Gledic Koljivrat Risto & Aleksandra 100 Stankovic Ljuban & Soula 100
Brujic Jovan & Zorka 30 Kontic Vladimir & Rista 100 Stevanov Aleksandar & Jelica 200
Uzelac Marta 50 Kovacevich Ljubica (Lucy) 100 Stojanovic Spiro 100
+Jagoda Stevanov Krneta Marija 40 Stoyshin Art 50
Adamovic Djuro & Milica 50 Kuzic Mirjana 50 Suich Mila 50
Adzic lvan 50 LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 200 Supic Denis & Andrea 200
Ajdinovic Nada 100 Ljepava Nada 100 Supic Dusan & Jelka 100
Antic Branko & Verica 50 Maodus Dusan (Denny) & Pam 100 Tanovic Mila 30
Antunovic Nediljka 100 Maric Vanesa & Branko 50 Todorovic Goran & Danielle 500
Bajic Vladimir & Audrey 100 Micic Svetlana & Jovica 50 Todorovic lllija & Roksanda 50
Bandulj Milena 100 Mihajlovic Rasko & Dragana 100 Tofiloski Tovil 20
Bekcic Zivojin & Olivera 200 Mijac Marija & Bato 100 Tremblay Donovan & Nada 100
Bernardic Darinka 50 Miladinovic Daniela & Blagota 300 Trkulja Danica 125
Bogdanovic Jovan 100 Miletic Seka 100 Uljarevic Jovanka 50
Bogoevich Alex & Verica 50 Miloyevich Nada 55 Uljarevic Milivoje 50
Bratic Petar & Maja 50 Miladenovic Milorad & Slavka 50 Urukalo Jovan & Janja 100
Bratic Milan & Danijela 50 Moscardelli Nadia 100 Vasilic Helen 50
Brkovic Tanja 25 Muegge Jelena 50 Vava Dragoslava & Chris 50
Brkovic Bob & Lisa 50 Musicki Mico & Jelena 50 Velickovic George 200
Brkovich Milan 100 Ostojic Mile & Verica 150 Ventrella Branka 100
Brujic Jovan & Zorka 50 Paunic Vesna & Nedeljko 50 Vicentijevic Milica 100
Chuk Draza & Denise 50 Pavlica Sandy & Nada 50 Vudrag Borivoje & Ljiljana 100
Chuk Petar & Natasa 100 Payne Nancy & Stephen 100 Vujanovic Spasoje & Nada 50
Ciganovic Cedomir & Lily 100 Petrov Dejan 100 Zagorac Nikolija 50
Crnomarkovic Zoran & Branka 50 Petrov Ruzica 200 Zarin Dusanka 20
Cukovic Rada 100 Piach Nada 100
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+llija Popovic +Mile Brujic +Velisav Novakovic

Ghione Ivo 1000 Brujic Jovan & Zorka 30 Cucuz Gojko & Mirjana 50
+John Ljuban Jankovic Urukalo Anka 30 Church School

Jelicic Tamara 50 +Milica Ivetic Ajdinovic Raviojla & Aleks 400
+Jovan Suich Peschiutta Mirjana 100 Bajic Vladimir & Audrey 20
Suich Mila 50 +Milja Spiric Bogdanovic Nenad 25
+Kosa Lakic Bobic Dane 50 Brujic Jovan & Zorka 50
Brujic Jovan & Zorka 30 Spiric Vesna 100 Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 50
LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 25 Spiric Veljko 100 Gacesa Nikola 120
Todorovic Goran & Danielle 200 +Nikola Dragicevic Gidak Milos 30
+Lazar Dragicevic Dragicevic Milica 50 Glisic Goran 40
Dragicevic Milica 50 +Nikola Trkulja Kontic Vladimir & Rista 60
Jelich Jelena 100 Trkulja Danica 100  Marietti Mark & Mary Anne 142
Tremblay Donovan & Nada 100 +Novka Jovanovic Marinkovic Aleksandra 100
Brkovich Milan 100 Jovanovic Vule (Vucic) 100 Petrovic Nemanja 50
Dzepina Jovo & Dmitra 30 +Novka Stajic Sarapa Milan 100
Kontic Vladimir & Rista 100 Stajic Nikola 50  Spiric Bozo & Dragica 20
LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 80 +Pavle Dragicevic Stajic Nikola 100
Stevanov Aleksandar & Jelica 50 Cote Kathy & Bruno 50 Stevanov Aleksandar & Jelica 162
Todorovic Goran & Danielle 200 +Petar Sevo Trkulja Danica 25
+Ljubica Masanovich LaMarre Andjelka & Jason 20 Vuckovic Radovan & Dana 245
Schiller Bernice 60 Todorovic Goran & Danielle 200 +Vedrana Todorovic

+Marija Dragicevic +Radomir Babic Babic Radmila 50
Cote Kathy & Bruno 50 Babic Radmila 100 Dragicevic Jelica & llija 80
+Marija Gledic +Savo Urukalo Dragicevic llija & Nada 50
Bozanich Dragica 30 Urukalo Anka 50 Dragicevic Anica & Sava 50
Brujic Jovan & Zorka 30 +Snjezana Gacesa Dzepina Jovo & Dmitra 40
+Matija Dobrich Kosanovic Giles Georgina 50 Ivekic Djuro 100
Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 50 +Sofija Maodus Todorovic Bosko 100
Dobrich Mike & Yvonne 100 Brown Milka 100 Todorovic Jovan & Emila 100
+Mico Ivetic +Milan Vuletic Todorovic lllija & Roksanda 50
Peschiutta Mirjana 100 Dragicevic Jelica & llija 100 Todorovic Goran & Danielle 300
+Milan Keca Dragicevic Predrag 100 Vuletic Mileva 100
Keca Kovilika 20 Dragicevic Anica & Sava 50 +Zorka Zdrnja

Keca Jovan & Patricia 200 Todorovic lllija & Roksanda 50 Celic Milan & Mara 100
Keca Koviljka 100 Todorovic Jovan & Emila 100 Spiric Milka 50
+Milan Stankovic Vuletic Mileva 100 Spiric Bozo & Dragica 100
Dobrich Tomislav & Milanka 100 Vuletic Mileva 50 Supic Dusan & Jelka 50
Stankovic Ljuban & Soula 100
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Making Room for Christ: Rediscovering the Church as a Home of Healing

In one sentence: Christmas is an invitation to make room for Christ—moving from “Church as a
cultural touchstone” to “Church as a spiritual home of healing and transformation,” where discipline and
sacramental life are medicine (not a scoreboard), and where people who feel unworthy or unfamiliar
truly belong.

At Christmas, we gather to celebrate the birth of Christ, not only as an event from long ago, but as a
reality that still speaks to us today. Christ is born quietly and humbly. He does not force His way in. He
asks only for room to dwell among us.

We often hear the phrase, “Christ lives in our hearts.” But what does that really mean - in our homes,
our relationships, our habits, and our daily life?

Having Christ in our heart does not mean being perfect or living without struggle. And it
also doesn’'t mean outward actions without inward change: attendance, fasting, and routines while the
heart remains untouched.

To have Christ in the heart means welcoming Him, and allowing Him to shape how we love, how we
respond, and how we choose what truly matters, especially when life is difficult, stressful, or distracting.

St. John Chrysostom calls the Christian home a “little Church.” Faith is not formed only within the walls
of a Church. It is formed in ordinary moments: choosing patience instead of anger, attention instead of
distraction, and forgiveness instead of resentment.

In a Serbian diaspora community, many of our families first experienced the Church as a place of
survival and belonging. It was where language and friendship brought comfort and strength during
hardship and loneliness. That is not something to criticize, but something to honor with gratitude.

At the same time, without meaning to, the Church can become mainly our cultural home. We can
forget that the Church’s first purpose is to be our spiritual home in Christ. Culture is a gift, but Christ is
the healer of the heart. The deepest purpose of the Church is not only that we are among our people,
but that we are gathered around Christ, who heals, who transforms, and who teaches us how to live.
When Christ is at the center, our identity is not erased, it is strengthened and made life-giving.

We also live in a world filled with noise - schedules, screens, and constant messages telling us what to
chase. Not all of it is bad, but it can slowly pull our attention away from what gives life meaning. Many
of us feel it: we can be surrounded by activity and still feel anxious, restless, or unsteady inside.
Beneath so much of today’s talk about mental health and well-being is a real human desire: to be
whole, to have clarity, to find peace.

When we seek Christ with sincerity, we often begin to receive something

quietly strengthening: steadiness, direction, and the reassurance that we are not alone. Often the first
step isn’t “do everything.” Sometimes the first step is simply to come and let the prayers hold

you. Then, step by step, the Church teaches a path: small daily prayer, simple disciplines, and

when you're ready, Confession and Holy Communion as healing encounters with Christ.

And we should say this clearly: the Church does not replace professional mental health care. If you are
struggling - anxiety, depression, trauma, or something you can't name, seeking professional help is not
a lack of faith, it can be a part of healing. The Church offers something alongside that: a way of life that
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shapes the heart, orders our inner world, and teaches us how to live with attention, repentance, love
and hope.

So it may help to say this simply: the Church is not a checklist. The Church is a way of life with a
center—the Divine Liturgy—where we hear the Gospel, pray together, and come to Christ for healing.

For many people, the Church can feel reduced to expectations: what you must attend, when you must
fast, what to wear, what you must do. When those expectations feel overwhelming or unattainable,
many people become discouraged and step away for a time. But that is not what the Church is meant
to be.

Yes, the Church asks for discipline, practice, and commitment—but these are meant to serve inner
transformation. Without understanding, discipline can start to feel like pressure. With understanding, it
becomes medicine. Rules without a living relationship with Christ can feel like burdens. Practice without
meaning becomes empty action. The Holy Fathers, meaning the saints and spiritual teachers of the
Church whose lives and writings guide us in living the Gospel, repeatedly warn against an external faith
that performs, but does not heal.

If you have ever carried the feeling, “If | miss Sunday, I've failed,” or “If | can't fast fully, | shouldn't try,”
or “If I'm struggling, | don’t belong” - hear this clearly: that is not the heart of the Church. The Church
was never meant to crush you. It is meant to lift you up and heal you.

And if you've ever felt out of place, because your Serbian isn't strong, or you don’t know when to stand,
what to say, or how to begin, please don't worry. You belong here. Come anyway. Stand quietly. Listen.
Let the prayers carry you and let us help you.

At the same time, families and individuals were never meant to figure this out alone. The Church exists
for this reason, not as a place of judgment or measurement, but as a place of healing, guidance, and
return. If past experiences with church or community have made it difficult to return, we ask your
forgiveness and we invite you—gently and sincerely—to try again.

Elder Paisios often emphasized that faith grows quietly, through small and sincere efforts offered with
love.

So this Christmas, the invitation is simple. Not to do more, but to make room. Not to be perfect, but to
be present. To let Christ be born—not only in our celebration, but in our hearts, our homes, and in how
we love one another.

If you're looking for a place to begin, begin small: Come as you are.
Pray one short prayer each day: “Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.”

Take one simple step back into the life of the Church—one service, one conversation, one sincere
beginning.

Christ does not begin by interrogating where we have been. He begins by asking only this: will you
open the door today?

When we walk together—families, parish, and community—Christ is not only remembered. He is made
present among us.

Sincerely,
Milena Stevanov, Church School Program Director
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Mup Boxkujul Kpneroce ce poau!

We've had a wonderful start to the Church School
year! Our heartfelt thanks go out to our dedicated
teachers and volunteers for giving their time,
creativity, and spirit each week. What makes this
year especially meaningful is our young and
enthusiastic teaching team—many of whom don’t
yet have children of their own but have stepped
forward with remarkable commitment and faith.

This fall, we welcomed families back with our
annual Community BBQ in the newly updated
outdoor area, which drew an incredible turnout
and set a joyful tone for the year ahead. We also
enjoyed our first field trip to Colasanti’s, where
students had a fun-filled day exploring the arcade,
mini golf, petting zoo, and outdoor play area.

| T

Perhaps the highlight of our program so far has
been our new “Church School in Church”
days—held on the first Monday of each month.
On these days, our students gather inside the
church instead of classrooms at the Serbian
Centre, learning more about God, becoming more
comfortable in the sacred space, and growing
together in faith and friendship.

We look forward to all that’s ahead in the new
year as our children continue to learn, serve, and
celebrate their Orthodox faith together.
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LlpkBeHa LLkoAa pavaHmua MNpeaACcTaBsa

CReTOCARCKY AKAAEMH)Y

Cyb6orq, 31. jaHyap 2026.
Saturday January 31, 2026

Cpncku LleHTap
Serbian Centre
Doors open 3:30 PM

Aeunju MNMporpam
Children’s Program
4:00 pm

Beyepa u UrpaHka
Dinner and Dance
9:30 pm

Pe3epBuinte Mecrta HA

Reserve Seating on
SvSava2026.eventbrite.ca

Gracanica Church School St. Sava Celebration



